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Above: Matt Clark, center, a
foreman with Dawson Con-

struction, holds a pump hose
as concrete pours into the

form walls of the new swim-
ming pool Monday morning
next to the Gateway Recre-

ation Center. The concrete for
the pool's inside walls had to
be done in one pour. It took

225 cubic yards of concrete to
fill all of the forms Monday.

Left: Crane operator John
Copenhaver raises a 20,000-

pound steel truss for the new
swimming pool Monday as
Roger Wilson, left, holds a
guy rope, Travis Galbraith
watches in the background
and Rick Brame, far right,
holds another rope. Four

trusses were delivered to the
swimming pool site early

Sunday, brought up the Third
Avenue Bypass with a five-car

police escort. Two of the
trusses are 38 feet long and
two are 42 feet long. Their
combined weight is 80,000

pounds. Dawson Construction
is the project contractor. 

Staff photo by Hall Anderson

Pool progress

Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, left, stands with interns in Washington, D.C., this summer. To the senator's right is Lucy
Ortiz of Ketchikan and in the foreground right is Joe Kelly of Thorne Bay. Photo courtesy Lucy Ortiz

Area students recall experiences as Murkowski interns 
By DANELLE LANDIS
Daily News Staff Writer

Jennifer Chaudhary and Lucy Ortiz of
Ketchikan, and Joe Kelly of Thorne Bay, re-
cently returned from one-month internships
with Sen. Lisa Murkowski in Washington, D.C.

“It was hard to keep up with her,” Kelly said
of the Alaska senator.

All three interns are recent high school grad-
uates, and Chaudhary said that most of the in-
terns she met in the capitol were college-aged.
She said Murkowski is unique in that she in-
vites recent high school graduates from Alaska
to her intern program. Other legislators seem to
mostly work with college students.

Chaudhary said she wasn’t terribly enthusi-
astic about applying for the internship program
at first, but said when she heard about it, it
sounded like a good opportunity that she could-
n’t pass up. The location appealed to her as
well. 

“I’ve never been on the East Coast before,”
she said. She described it as extremely hot and
humid.

“We were definitely the baked Alaskans,” she
said, laughing.

She said she really enjoyed running into other
legislators while in the capitol. She talked with
Sen. Al Franken of Minnesota and had her pic-
ture taken with Sen. John Kerry of Massachus-
setts.

All three students came away with good im-
pressions of Murkowski.

“I love her — she’s so nice,” Ortiz said. Kelly
described Murkowski as “very mother-like.”

Each intern shadowed the senator for two full
days. The days were fast-moving and action-

packed while Murkowski sped from voting in
one room, to speaking in another, then meeting
constituents elsewhere.

Ortiz said that she sat in on the Energy Com-
mittee hearings on the day Arizona forest fires
were the topic. Two or three interns would be
sent to the energy committee office to work on
filing paperwork and answering constituent let-
ters. 

A larger project she and other interns worked
on was looking up phone numbers for every
Alaska energy company. She said the next wave
of interns was slated to call the companies to
record their pricing.

Kelly, who was in the same group as Ortiz,
also said he went to hearings and helped with
paperwork. He added fetching coffee to his
tasks.

Chaudhary, who was in a group that followed
Ortiz and Kelly’s, said that she and other interns
took notes for Murkowski’s office at meetings
that staff could not attend. The notes were then
filed for future reference. 

One of her favorite tasks was sorting piles of
excess books at the Library of Congress. She
said that the library often has surplus books do-
nated, and those are pulled out to be donated to
local libraries.

“That was a fun task,” she said.
The interns are given time to take tours of dif-

ferent places in Washington, D.C., and Chaud-
hary described one of her favorites. She said her
group was taken behind the scenes at the Smith-
sonian museum. They saw a huge collection of
preserved birds in filing cabinet-type drawers.

Another memorable day for Chaudhary was

ANCHORAGE (AP) — At least one-fifth of the Alaska Legislature attended a
conference in Hawaii this month, at a cost so far of nearly $35,000.

The Anchorage Daily News reports the final tab is still being tallied from the
Council of State Governments-West conference, a nonpartisan policy group
comprised of lawmakers from Western states. Its annual conferences are rotated
among states. This year’s event was at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.

Hotel bills for each of the lawmakers have ranged from $729 to $1,276, ex-
cluding charges for Republican Bert Stedman, of Sitka. He was in a suite with
a bill averaging more than $900 a night, but he said he didn’t realize the cost
until he got the bill at check-out. He attributed this to a mistake by his office
but said he didn’t consider paying the bill himself because “I didn’t really mess
it up, it’s an internal screw-up within the office.”

Stedman, a leader of the powerful Senate Finance Committee and a frequent
traveler on state business, said he had asked his office to inquire about a free
upgrade. He said he was embarrassed by the cost of the suite and that it would-
n’t happen again.

For Alaska lawmakers, summer and fall are busy travel seasons, coming be-
tween legislative sessions. So far this year, travel has included a trip to Greece
for the Special Olympics for Sen. Lesil McGuire and Rep. Bob Lynn, both Re-
publicans from Anchorage, and a meeting of the American Legislative Exchange
Council in New Orleans, attended by Sen. Fred Dyson, R-Eagle River, and Rep.
Wes Keller, R-Wasilla.

Ten lawmakers are expected to attend a “Norway policy tour,” from Aug. 27-
Sept. 4.

13 lawmakers
go to Hawaii

Conference cost about $35,000

By JONATHAN GRASS
Juneau Empire

JUNEAU — A ranking U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture official made his
third trip to Alaska this week as the
federal government prepares to tran-
sition the Tongass National Forest into
its second-growth management plan.
Undersecretary for Natural Resources
and the Environment Harris Sherman
was off to a busy start on Saturday,
holding meetings with various entities
that have stakes in the forest’s future.

Sherman said he came here to fur-
ther educate himself about Alaska and
is anxious to continue working with
the state on this transition strategy. He
said the USDA obviously has a keen
interest in this area.

Sherman described the transition as
a multi-level strategy that focuses on
building and expanding the area’s
tourism and recreational base as well
as ocean products. He said the plan
also includes working on renewable
energy possibilities and stabilizing
Alaska’s forest products.

Sherman said the are significant op-

portunities to work on these issues in
the transition strategy across the ap-
proximately 600,000 acres in the Ton-
gass that span across all land
ownerships, be they state, federal or
tribal.

A large part of the strategy involves
whether there will be enough second-
growth timber to sustain it. Sherman
said he believes there are sufficient
timber resources here to sustain a
long-term industry under the transi-
tion.

Tongass National Forest Supervisor
Forrest Cole said there could be har-
vests between 50 and 100 million
board feet annually over the next cen-
tury. He said harvest levels are cur-
rently around 35 million board feet.

Cole said the forest plan looks
specifically at what the industry could
sustain, and that this amount could
produce a sustainable supply.

Another big issue Sherman will
work with is the Tongass’ reinstate-
ment of the Roadless Rule.

“We feel that the transition strategy

USDA’s Sherman
discusses Tongass
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