
By ANNE SUTTON
Associated Press Writer

JUNEAU — A bill imposing a near-
ly $16 a barrel surcharge on North
Slope crude destined for Washington
state was introduced in the Alaska
House on Monday.

It’s a saber rattling response to a
bill in the Washington Legislature
that would tax fuel that’s refined in
Washington and exported to other
states, including Alaska.

Washington currently exempts fuel
exports from its 37.5 cent fuel tax.
The measure would lift the exemp-
tion on the approximately 2.4 billion
gallons of fuel exported annually to
eight other states. The measure
would raise about $500 million a year
for statewide transportation projects,
according to a Washington analysis.

Alaska House Speaker Mike
Chenault, R-Nikiski, said his bill aims
to prevent that bill from passing.

“We’ve looked at the issue of how
can we protect Alaskans from paying
for their (Washington’s) state govern-
ment,” Chenault said. “This is a coun-
teractive measure to get them to
stop.”

The bill would credit states that
already have a fuel tax. But Alaska
rescinded its 8-cent motor fuel tax
last year, meaning it would pay the
full per gallon tax under the bill, as
would Montana.

It would generate about $7.7 mil-
lion a year from Alaska, according to
Washington’s analysis.

Chenault’s bill has 26 co-sponsors
so far in the 40 member House, but
the show of force may be unneces-
sary.

The Washington bill had a single
hearing March 17 in the House trans-
portation committee. Rep. Jeff Morris,
D-Mount Vernon and the presiding
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By ANDREW DAMSTEDT
Daily News Staff Writer

Former White Cliff Elementary
School students and teachers
Monday saw how their former
school had been transformed into
new government offices.

“It’s different,” many of the stu-
dents said as they walked the halls
they were last in as kindergartners
and first-graders in 2004.

More specifically, Fawn Mountain
Elementary School sixth-grader
Christopher Llanos said the gym
was what he thought had changed
the most.

“The whole gym changed, the bot-
tom part is different and the top part
is different,” he said.

The Ketchikan Gateway Borough
planning department now occupies
the former gym.

The tour was part of the bor-
ough’s open house Monday, com-
plete with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny by Gov. Sarah Palin.

“Are you skipping school?” Palin
asked the students, to which she
received a resounding yes. 

Palin told the students that her
budget director, Karen Rehfeld, and
deputy chief of staff, Randy Ruaro,

went to school at White Cliff.
“It’s pretty historical, really,” Palin

said, standing on the front steps of

the building.
The borough moved into the

White Cliff building in February
after Dawson Construction complet-
ed the renovation. 

“We’re here to celebrate the trans-
formation of the old school,” Palin
said.

She said the renovation work by
Dawson Construction showed the
“true Alaskan spirit.

“You’re looking sharp with your
Carhartts and steel-toed boots,” she
said of the construction crew, sever-
al standing across First Avenue in
hard hats.

Palin encouraged the students to
think of blue-collar jobs as careers
because of the many benefits those
jobs provide to the state.

“It’s a beautiful building that has
one of the most beautiful views in
Alaska,” Palin said of White Cliff. 

With a pair of large scissors, Palin
cut the three ribbons with Borough
Mayor Dave Kiffer and Dawson
Construction’s chief financial offi-
cer, Mike Bayless.

Palin opens new White Cliff

Governor visits briefly for ribbon cutting, bill signing

Dawson Construction CFO Michael Bayless, left, Gov. Sarah Palin and Ketchikan Gateway Borough Mayor Dave Kiffer celebrate the
moment Monday after cutting the ribbon for the new borough office building in the old White Cliff school. Staff photo by Hall Anderson

By LEILA KHEIRY
Daily News Staff Writer

After riding the airport ferry from Gravina Island on Monday, Gov.
Sarah Palin said there was no “nowhere” in Alaska, and her frequent
use of that term during last fall’s presidential campaign was merely
a common phrase.

Palin visited Ketchikan for about one hour Monday to sign a bill
dedicating an extension to the Joseph C. Williams Sr. Coastal Trail in
Saxman and to help open the newly renovated White Cliff building. 

No news conference was scheduled, but the governor agreed to
talk briefly with reporters who met her at the airport.

Asked whether she believed Ketchikan or Gravina Island were
“nowhere,” Palin said no.

“That’s the term that’s been known,” she said, explaining why she
used the “Bridge to Nowhere” phrase while campaigning as the
Republican vice-presidential nominee.

Although she expressed support for the project during her guber-
natorial campaign, Palin in 2007 vetoed funding for Ketchikan’s
bridge, which would have provided a hard link between Revilla
Island, where most of the borough’s residents live, and Gravina
Island, the location of Ketchikan International Airport. 

Palin: There is no
‘Nowhere’ in state

Former Rep. Bill Williams, left, jokes with Gov. Sarah Palin Monday at
the new Ketchikan Gateway Borough office building just before Palin
signed a bill to extend the Joseph C. Williams Sr. Coastal Trail. Other
members of the Williams family were there, including Dan Williams,
mayor of Saxman, second from the right, and Joe Williams Jr., right.
Saxman City Administrator Kelly Ludwig-Johnson stands next to Dan
Williams. Staff photo by Hall Anderson
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By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama signed legislation Monday set-
ting aside more than 2 million acres in nine states as protected wilderness.

Obama called the new law among the most important in decades “to protect,
preserve and pass down our nation’s most treasured landscapes to future gen-
erations.”

Also in the legislation signed by Obama is a provision named for
“Superman” actor Christopher Reeve that provides for paralysis research and
care for persons with disabilities.

At a White House ceremony, Obama said the law guarantees that Americans
“will not take our forests, rivers, oceans, national parks, monuments, and
wilderness areas for granted, but rather we will set them aside and guard their
sanctity for everyone to share. That’s something all Americans can support.”

The law — a collection of nearly 170 separate measures — represents one of
the largest expansions of wilderness protection in a quarter-century. The
measure confers the government’s highest level of protection on land in nine
states — almost as much wilderness as designated during the past eight years
combined.

Land protected by the 1,200-page law ranges from California’s Sierra
Nevada and Oregon’s Mount Hood to Rocky Mountain National Park in
Colorado and parts of the Jefferson National Forest in Virginia.

Land in Idaho’s Owyhee canyons; Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in
Michigan; San Miguel County, N.M.; Zion National Park in Utah; and the
Monongahela National Forest in West Virginia also won wilderness protection.

In addition more than 1,000 miles of rivers in several states, including
Vermont, Massachusetts, Wyoming, Arizona, Oregon, California, Utah,
Virginia and Idaho, were designated wild and scenic. The law expands wilder-
ness designation into areas that previously were not protected.

Obama signs
wilderness bill

See ‘Wilderness bill,’ page 3 

By EILEEN AJ CONNELLY
AP Personal Finance Writer

NEW YORK — Fed up with your
hard-earned money going to big cor-
porations while you’re struggling to
get by? Want to do something about
it?

You’re not as powerless as you
think.

It’s not just tax dollars that get fun-
neled to big companies. Consumers
spend billions each year on fees and
add-on charges, many of which are
unnecessary, and often because
they’re just not paying attention.

Take credit cards. MasterCard, Visa
and other bank card customers paid
$14.6 billion in 2008 just in penalties
— such as late payments and over
credit limit fees — according to Brian
Riley, research director for Bank
Cards at TowerGroup, a financial
services advisory firm near Boston.

And that’s just the beginning. Fees
and surcharges are added to house-
hold bills, travel costs, banking,
phone bills and more.

Some of these line items cover
things like taxes that companies must
pay. But often, those add-ons produce
extra profit. Like the $2.50 “restock-
ing fee” some hotels charge on top of
the exorbitant prices for beverages in
a mini-bar. Hotels generated $1.75
billion in revenue from fees and sur-

charges last year, according to New
York University professor Bjorn
Hanson, who studies the hospitality
and travel industry. “It has become a
major source of revenue, but even
more important, profits, for hotels.”

Consumer advocates see such
charges, which they call “a la carte”
fees, as misleading. 

“The trend is to deceive consumers
into thinking the price is still the
same, by adding fees and extracting
services that used to be included,”
said Edmund Mierzwinski, a senior

Corporate fees
up consumer cost

See ‘Avoiding fees,’ page 3 

‘The trend is to
deceive consumers
into thinking the
price is still the same,
by adding fees and
extracting services
that used to be
included.’
— Edmund Mierzwinski,

consumer advocate

Fawn Mountain Elementary School students toured the renovat-
ed White Cliff Monday. From left are Lora Starr, Mackenzie
Hancock in red, Principal Barb Roberts, Kathleen Chaudhary,
Jolene Ginther and Jacob Avila. Staff photo by Tom Miller



That veto followed national criti-
cism of the earmarked project, which
mainstream media dubbed the
“Bridge to Nowhere.”

After Sen. John McCain chose Palin
as his running mate for the 2008 pres-
idential election, Palin’s acceptance
speech and her later campaign
speeches regularly referred to the
“Bridge to Nowhere,” and touted her
decision to cut funding for the proj-
ect.

On Monday, Palin said state offi-
cials still were exploring options to
improve Ketchikan’s access to its air-
port. She also said she enjoys visiting
Ketchikan.

“I love coming to Ketchikan,” she
said. “I have spent time here” and hopes
to spend more time in the community.

Until Monday, Palin had been to
Ketchikan twice since her successful
bid for governor. She came once for a
family-day picnic at Ward Lake and
another time after weather didn’t
allow her plane to land in Juneau.
She said Monday that she had not
visited more often due to a busy
schedule.

“I wish there were more hours in
the day,” she said, adding that law-
makers didn’t like it when she left
Juneau while the Legislature was in
session.

Palin also said the state was work-
ing on ways to fund various projects

that would benefit Ketchikan, such as
roads, water and sewage improve-
ments. Her aide then told Palin they
had to leave for White Cliff, where
Palin — surrounded by members of
the Williams family — signed the trail
bill.

HB100 officially extended the
Joseph C. Williams Sr. Coastal Trail in
Saxman to include the recently com-
pleted South Tongass Highway exten-
sion. It was named for the father of
former Ketchikan Rep. Bill Williams,
who was at Monday’s signing. After
telling Palin he had “put on my best
Carhartt” in her honor, Bill Williams
told the governor “gunalchéesh,”
which is Tlingit for “thank you.”

Joe Williams Jr., a Saxman City
Council member and former Saxman
and Ketchikan Gateway Borough
mayor, said he and his family were
proud to be there to witness the sign-
ing, and appreciated Palin’s presence.
He added that his mother, Elizabeth,
also had been a strong advocate for
the trail.

Dan Williams, the current Saxman
mayor, said his father was a spiritual
as well as political leader for the
Native community, and always taught
people to respect each other.

The family presented Palin with
canned smoked salmon, and Palin
passed out pens that she used to sign
the bill before they all stood together

for photographs. The governor then
went to participate in the White Cliff
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

After cutting the ribbon with a pair
of large scissors, Borough Mayor
Dave Kiffer escorted Palin on a tour
of the new offices. During the tour,
the governor was stopped repeatedly
by people welcoming her and
requesting photographs.

“We love you to pieces,” said
Marsha George before posing for a
picture with Palin.

Just before Palin left to catch the
ferry back to Gravina Island, Kiffer
told her about the recent Borough
Assembly decision to use $500,000 of
state cruise ship head tax funds to
help fund a planned performing arts
center in downtown Ketchikan.

“See, there’s a lot going on in

Ketchikan,” Palin said.
leila@ketchikandailynews.com

TUESDAY
Board of Ethics: 10:30 a.m.,

Assembly chambers, 1900 First Ave.
Senior Services: Noon, liver and

onions with parsley potatoes lunch;
1:30 p.m., shopping.

Out to Lunch Bunch AA: Noon, St.

John's Episcopal Church undercroft.
Al-Anon Family Group: Noon, First

United Methodist Church, 400 Main
St., upstairs.

Bereavement support group: 5
p.m., Ketchikan General Hospital sec-
ond floor pastoral care office. 

Take Off Pounds Sensibly: 5:30
p.m., Ketchikan General Hospital,
cafeteria.

Planning Liaison Committee: 5:30
p.m., Assembly chambers, 1900 First
Ave.

Craig AA: 7 p.m., behind C.O.H.O.
on Cold Storage Road.

Prince of Wales Island Al-Anon: 7
p.m., Seventh Day Adventist Church,
Craig.

Just for Today AA: 8 p.m., 1736
Tongass Ave.

WEDNESDAY
Ketchikan Running Club: 6 a.m.,

Pioneer Pantry.
Historic Ketchikan: 7:30 a.m.,

Annabelle's.
Senior Services: 9 a.m., blood

pressure; 10:30 a.m., exercise class;
noon, lunch; 1:30 p.m., shopping.

Out to Lunch Bunch AA: Noon, St.
John's Episcopal Church undercroft.

Greater Ketchikan Chamber of
Commerce: Noon, Cape Fox Lodge.
Speakers: Chamber committee chairs.

Kayhi Alumni: 1 p.m., Annabelle’s,
no-host luncheon.

Rebekah Ladies: Noon, The
Landing. No-host lunch.

South Tongass Service Area: 5
p.m., Assembly chambers, 1900 First
Ave., water budget meeting.

Big Brothers Big Sisters board:
5:15  p.m. 306 Main St. #201.

Traumatic brain injury group: 5:30
p.m., Ketchikan General Hospital third
floor board room.

Board of Equalization: 5:30 p.m.,
Assembly chambers, 1900 First Ave. 

Just for Today AA: 8 p.m., 1736
Tongass Ave.
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A good friend is waiting for your loving care!

ANIMAL PROTECTION 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough • 228-6660

View ADOPT-A-PET on line at: www.borough.ketchikan.ak.us

Sponsored by:

KETCHIKAN VETERINARY CLINIC
Science Diet • Pfi zer

97 Eichner Ave • 225-6051

1. Adult female black/white shorthair
2. “Beau” adult male black shorthair
3. 10 week old female grey tabby  
 shorthair
4. “Thomasina” adult spayed female  
 tortie semi-long hair
5. 10 week old male shorthair black 
6. “Goldie” 2 year old female yellow  
 longhair
7. “Kahlua” 10 week old female grey  
 tabby shorthair kitten
8. Adult neutered male longhaired  
 orange tabby

CATSDOGS
1. 3 month old male brown/tan/black/ 
 white collie/lab mix
2. 3 month old female black/white  
 collie/lab mix
3. Adult female special needs basset  
 hound

OTHER
1.  Female gray/white cockatiel

Lost
1. CAT: “Smokey” 1 year old gray 
  shorthair neutered male on Water St.
2. DOG: “Malacot” older gray/white/ 
 black malamute wearing a black collar  
 on Hill Rd
3. DOG: 9 month old male brindle  
 English mastiff wearing blue collar at  
 Mi. 7 S. Tongass Hwy
4. DOG: “Max” 1 year old golden pit  
 bull/lab mix wearing red collar at 
  Mi. 5 S. Tongass Hwy
5. DOG: “Leo” 9 month old male brindle  
 English mastiff wearing blue collar at  
 Mi. 7 S. Tongass Hwy

Found
1. DOG: Adult male brown/black/white  
 husky shepherd mix with red collar  
 and broken lead on S. Point Higgins

KAHLUAKAHLUA

LITTLE BOY BLUELITTLE BOY BLUE

Tongass Regional Eye Clinic
Eye Physicians & Surgeons

Dr. Gordon R. Preecs, M.D. will be seeing patients
beginning April 13-17 at 3137 Tongass Ave.

(the State Farm Bldg.)
For appointments & information call 1-800-478-3700

“Meetings” is a public service column the Ketchikan Daily News pro-
vides for use by individuals and nonprofit organizations to announce
meetings that are open to the public. The deadline for copy is 2 p.m. the
day before the first day the notice is to be published, with a 2 p.m. Friday
deadline for Saturday, Sunday or Monday meetings. Meeting announce-
ments will be published only twice. No guarantee of publication accom-
panies acceptance of the notice and on occasion the column must be
shortened because of limited space.

Telephone numbers, fundraising events and for-profit activities will not
be published. The column may not be used to satisfy advertisement of
public meetings. When submitting a notice please include the organiza-
tion name, meeting time, date and location. Please provide a contact
name and telephone number for the Daily News to verify information.

MEETINGS

Today’s Trivia answer:
After the 2003-2004 school

year.

Legislative teleconferences are scheduled on the following dates at the
Legislative information Office, 50 Front St., Suite 203. The following list is
not all-inclusive; check with the LIO for updates. There usually is a time
limit on testimony, which is allowed at hearings unless otherwise indicat-
ed.

TUESDAY
8 a.m.: HB157, reemployment of retirees, by House State Affairs committee.
9 a.m.: SB126, reemployment of retirees, by Senate State Affairs committee.
3 p.m.: HB166, Southeast Energy Fund, by House Energy committee.

WEDNESDAY
9 a.m.: SB56, charter school funding, by Senate Finance Committee.

Grant Street reopened
KETCHIKAN (KDN) — Grant Street reopened to traffic as of 4:30 Monday

afternoon, according to an announcement from City of Ketchikan Fire Chief
Jim Hill.

The street, which has been closed for repairs, will have a single lane open
continuously for residents of the area. A shuttle that had been operating for
residents while the street was shut down is no longer in service.

Work will continue on Grant Street for two to three more weeks, after which
the other lane will be open, according to Hill. For details, contact Hill at the
fire department or Seth Brakke of the city’s Public Works department.

Billie B. Anderson, 79, died in
Ketchikan March 29, 2009. A full
obituary will follow.

DEATH NOTICE

Palin Continued from page 1 

White Cliff Continued from page 1 

Bayless presented the governor with a tool box
and a baby bodysuit with “Dawson” printed on it
for her youngest son, Trig Palin.

Bayless commended his crew, the borough and all
the subcontractors who worked on the project,
which was completed in seven months.

“I think it’s a great example of a public-private
venture,” Bayless said.

The borough sold the building to Dawson
Construction for $500,000 in September 2007. That
sale was finalized in June 2008 after the borough
agreed to lease office space in a renovated building.

The borough is seeking $9.47 million from the
state to purchase the building. The borough leases a
portion of the building from Dawson Construction
for $41,260 per month for a minimum of 10 years.

After the school was closed in 2004, Kiffer said
“no one knew what to do” and thought the building
was “dead” after a proposal to turn the building into
an arts/senior citizens center failed.

Kiffer said it was thanks to efforts by local citi-
zens that a new use was found for the building.

“It’s going to have another 80 years,” Kiffer said.
Barb Roberts, Fawn Mountain principal, was the

last principal at White Cliff Elementary School.
“I think it’s beautiful,” Roberts said.
Roberts pointed out where everything had been

in the old school — gyms, classrooms, offices to a
group of sixth graders on a tour led by legal secre-
tary Cindy Montgomery.

The students got a lesson from Borough Attorney
Scott Brandt-Erichsen as he explained how the mag-
netic suspension horizontal rotor sitting on his desk
worked.

“You can learn something here still,” he said.
The Fawn Mountain Elementary students weren’t

the only former White Cliff students at the building
Monday. Finance Director Mike Houts said his
office used to be where he went to first grade in the
1950s.

Gwen McDonald, who started teaching at White
Cliff in 1984 and now works at Fawn Mountain
Elementary, said she enjoyed touring the renovated
building.

McDonald said she would like to see the building
become a “wonderful resource for the borough, as
it was for the children when I taught here.”

Sixth-grader Jasmin Tinney said the building
“totally changed and I really like it.”

She said the stairs were the only thing that looked
the same.

While Dawson Construction could not restore the
original stairs because of code requirements, the
company made an effort to maintain “the historical
feel” of the staircases, according to a letter Bayless
sent the borough.

Sixth-grader Sonja Christensen said she had many
memories of going to school there, especially fun
memories playing on the playground. She said she
was “disappointed” that the playground was no
longer there. The playground has been turned into
a parking lot.

Sixth-grader Noah Silva said he liked the Assembly
chambers, saying they looked like a courtroom.

“It doesn’t look the same; it looks brighter,” sixth-
grader Hitsati Hudson said of the building.

The borough had reprints made from the 1930s
to 1950s of historical White Cliff photos hanging up
in the front lobby and there was a cake with a pic-
ture of the White Cliff building for the open house.

Some of the former teachers were wearing the
last official red White Cliff Elementary School T-
shirt. Historic Ketchikan President Terry Wanzer
presented the borough one of those T-shirts framed
to hang on the walls.

Sixth-grader Chayce Hasty said he liked seeing
where the old classrooms were and “how much
they’ve changed.

“It’s a lot different,” he said.
andrew@ketchikandailynews.com

Fire extinguished

Right, a City of Ketchikan police officer helps City
of Ketchikan firefighters haul hose up the stairway
to 1722 First Ave., the house at left, Monday morn-
ing. No one was home when a neighbor reported
smoke coming from the front door of the house at
9:12 a.m. Firefighters extinguished a small fire in
the living room. There were no injuries as a result
of the incident. Fire damage to the structure was
estimated at between $10,000 and $20,000.
Damage to contents was estimated at $10,000. The
cause of the fire remains under investigation, said
Ketchikan Fire Chief Jim Hill.    Staff photos by Tom Miller

Top, a sign on the door of the house indicates the
presence of explosive charges. Ketchikan Fire
Department firefighters ordered nearby neighbors
to evacuate their homes, said Fire Chief Jim Hill.
Firefighters then learned from the occupant that
the sign was a joke and that no explosives were
stored in the dwelling.
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